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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 



February 11, 1975 


MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE HONORABLE GRAHAM MARTIN 
American Ambassador 
Department of State 

SUBJECT: Congressional Commission Visit 

to South Vietnam 
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Ken Quinn has compiled the following list of things Embassy Saigon 

could do in connection with the Congressional trip* What do you think 

of these suggestions? 

1 . Brief and hand out a fact sheet on all GVN proposals to implement 
the political provisions of the cease-fire agreement and subsequent 
call for negotiations* 

2* Assemble copies of opposition newspapers and press translations 

which have been published after the shutdown of the five newspapers, 
demonstrating that freedom of the press does exist* 

3* Have a map showing populated areas controlled by GVN at the time 
of the cease-fire compared with what they have now* The purpose 
of this is to counter the charge that it is the GVN which has been 
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attacking Communist areas. 



4. Show them pictures of recent peaceful political demonstrations in 
Saigon demonstrating that freedom of political expression exists in 

Saigon. 

5. Give them a full briefing on the Viet Cong press conference held each 
week and on the VNAF flights to Loc Ninh. 


Take them to Book Store on Le Loi Street (Khai Tri would be the 
best) and show them all the foreign books which have been trans- 
lated into Vietnamese and whjjch^re for sale. The existence of 
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free book stores is probably one of the clearest hallmarks of a 
basically free society. 



7. The Commission must also be impressed with the fact that the 
bulk of the South Vietnamese people want and need our continued 
aid and that it does not just go to prop up a few 11 corrupt generals. 11 
Things which might leave this impression are: 


• Visit some prosperous areas in the Delta# 
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• Visit the Marine Corp tra in i n g facility. 

. Visit the Marine -Division in MR-1# 

- — - 

. Arrange for them to speak with some NCO's, RF officers 

FF platoon leaders. 

- • * 

. . Don't have thorn visit Province or District Chiefs in 

their rather large plush homes. 

p - . Visit some "tough'k .-areas, e. g. , Hieu Le District in Kien 

: : - . Giang, .a district in Chuong -Thien. 
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8. Walk them through a ward at the Cong Hoa military hospital or a 
1 .-provincial hospital. -(This is a two edged sword: it may convince 

-.some that the South. Vietnamese are willing to sacrifice to defend 
-themselves; other mightuse it as an argument to "end the dying. ) 

*9. -Take. them put to. meet the senior VC and DRV representatives 

. at. Tan Son Nhut. First they should be briefed on how the VC and 
-DRV have never implemented any: of their requirements in the 
•Agreement, ..how they ; have boycotted talks and how they refuse to 
let us search for our MIA's. We might also take them to a FPJMT 
meeting so they- can see the U. S. and GVN sitting there. The key 
rimpression we want them to have is that the NVA and VC are sitting 
jin the middle of Saigon and they can be contacted there. ^ If the VC 
and NVA refuse to meet them, this will just show their obstinancy. 
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William L. Stearman 
Staff Member 





